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Where real movers and Quakers connect
30 W. 44th Street  I  New York, NY 10036

Marrying a Penn alum or hosting a wedding for 
your son or daughter?  �e Penn Club is the ideal 
venue for a private and stunning celebration!
Inquire about our wedding package which includes:

  5 hour open bar for the evening including a cocktail  
           reception in the Franklin Living Room 

  Facilities for the Ceremony

  Complimentary menu tasting for 4 upon booking

  Sit-down dinner and dancing for up to 150 people in  
           the Presidents’ and Provosts’ Room 

  Wine Service and Champagne Toast

  Overnight guest room at the Club house for the 
           wedding couple 

  Exclusive Club membership for the bride and groom

  Option to reserve guest room blocks and host your 
           rehearsal dinner available

Please call 212.403.6619 or
email catering@pennclubny.org

A Wedding to Remember

        at The Penn Club
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Debrief

He Wears It Well
Dean Geo�rey Garrett recognizes his first Dean’s Medal recipient.

Huntsman was on campus in November for, 

among many things, a book signing at the 

campus store and interview with Adam Grant, 

professor of management and the Class of 

1965 Chair.

(( ON THE web ))

ay H. Baker W56, the retired president and director of Kohl’s Corp.,

studied management and marketing as a student, an education that

launched him into a lifetime in the retail business. He’s given back to

that industry and his alma mater since—most notably when he and wife

Patty established the Jay H. Baker Retailing Initiative in 2002, then endowed

it permanently as a center in 2010. Baker continues to this day as center

chairman. He’s also volunteered to serve on Wharton’s Board of Overseers and

Undergraduate Executive Board.

“Not only is he a titan of the retail industry and the No. 1 champion of retail’s

role in business education, he is also an inspired philanthropist committed to

making positive change in the world, providing leadership and generous support

to universities, hospitals, museums, performing arts groups and more, all across

the country,” says Wharton Dean Geo�rey Garrett. “I am proud to recognize

Jay’s lifetime of achievement and impact on the global business community by

awarding him the Dean’s Medal.”

The School’s top honor, the Dean’s Medal was created in 1983 to recognize

outstanding leaders of private enterprise, public service and academia.

Wharton’s deans have selected only a very small number of individuals who,

through excellence in management, have made a difference in the creation of

wealth and value, and in the promotion of a peaceful and prosperous world.

people I know who give very, very little to

charity and who do very small amounts of

contributions to mankind. I frankly get a

little bit upset with people like that.

People of wealth should take it upon

themselves not as an obligation but

as a sacred duty to give away a large

percentage of what they’ve been fortunate

enough to accumulate. There is no such

thing as a 100 percent self-made person.

We have a duty to share it with others.

It’s not an option at all. (Editor’s note:

Huntsman is one of only 19 people who

have donated more than $1 billion in their

lifetimes.)

WM: Why do you have such passion for

fly fishing?

HUNTSMAN: We had to fish the little

streams and rivers of Idaho to put meat

on the table [as a child]. It was very

important that I brought home two to

three fish every day. It was very important

that we shot a deer or duck. That was

what we served. That and the veggies that

we would grow.

I loved fishing so much as a boy. I had

to do it for survival … but fly-fishing is a

really great sport too. And a really difficult

sport because you don’t have any hook on

the line. It’s all catch and release. I really

love the challenge.

—Matthew Brodsky J
S
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https://youtu.be/GVzl2Bd0sYQ
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THE WATCH LIST identifies products, services and companies emanating from the Wharton community 

that are worthy of your attention. In this case: food-related brands and companies. 

Know of a new product, service or company for the next Watch List? Tell us: magazine@wharton.upenn.edu.(( ON THE web ))

FOOD

BANDAR FOODS
What started out as a joke between 

Dan Garblik and Lalit Kalani (both 

WG11) about the spiciness of Indian 

food ended up as a Kickstarter- 

funded firm making sauces and  

now snacks like lentil crisps.

DRAZIL FOODS
Christine Wheeler WG94 is the 

founder and CEO of Drazil Foods, a 

startup finishing up its first $1 million 

round of funding and getting its ready-

to-drink herbal tea & juice drinks for 

kids in stores like Whole Foods.

HECTOR BEVERAGES 
James Nuttal WG10 teamed with 

three friends—Neeraj Kakkar, Suhas 

Misra and Neeraj Biyani—to launch 

the second-biggest energy drink in 

India: Tzinga. Now they’re building a 

traditional drink brand: Paper Boat.

BUNDLE ORGANICS 
Kwany Lui W05 co-founded this first-

ever line of USDA organic, non-GMO 

juices made especially for expecting 

and new moms.
MATT & MARIE’S 
Launched as a catering service by 

then-MBA students Nicole Capp 

WG14 and Justin Sapolsky W08 

WG14, the specialty sandwich shop 

has turned into a favorite of the 

Philadelphia lunch scene.

TIFFIN 
Now with five locations, Ti�n 

restaurants have made former banker 

Munish Narula WG01 an empire 

builder, thanks to traditional Mumbai 

cuisine and Internet ordering. 

HERBNZEST 
Filling gi� 

baskets in the 

fancy food scene 

is Deboleena 

Dutta WG10, 

who handcra�s vegan condiments and 

gluten-free ingredients.

FITLY 
MBA student Ford Kerr and  

Fawad Rafi GEN99 co-founded this 

DreamIt Ventures-funded firm that 

combines mobile, meal planning and 

subscriptions, and free home delivery.

mailto:magazine@wharton.upenn.edu




mailto:magazine@wharton.upenn.edu
https://youtu.be/LaiB-XPkexE








mailto:jfromm@thefuturecast.com




http://www.foundationsource.com/wharton






By Matthew Brodsky | photos by Colin Lenton

Thriving in the 
‘Wharton Effect’

The power of Wharton. It 
gives graduates the ability 
to thrive in the spotlight. A 
place alumni tend to boldly 
seek out. How have you felt 
the Wharton E�ect?

Wes Gray W02 seeks nothing short of bringing down 

Wall Street. It’s not that he hates bankers or hedge 

funders, per se. It’s just that their model—serving 

as middlemen between investment products and 

consumers—is inefficient, outdated and just asking to 

be disrupted. 

For a while, disrupting Wall Street by providing 

low-cost, high-return products—delivering on the value 

of a Vanguard with the alpha of a hedge fund—was just 

academic theory to Gray. After an undergrad degree 

at Penn, he enrolled in an MBA/Ph.D. program at the 

University of Chicago Booth School. He detoured his 

life in 2004 by joining the Marines and serving his 

country in the Middle East, but he returned to his 

studies, finished his degree and earned a professorship 

at Drexel University. His wish to bring down Wall Street 

started manifesting itself as blogs about his research—

how everyday investors could apply quantitative finance 

and behavioral economics.

Then he got a call from David Foulke WG95: “I’ve 

been reading your blog for a long time. I read your 

dissertation. I find it really interesting. Can we meet?”

They did. At Rittenhouse Square. Foulke shared how 

he had been running his family’s energy business, and 

they reminisced together about Wharton and joked 

about how undergrads always ruin the curves for the 

MBAs by scoring so high on exams. Gray invited him 

to be a guest speaker in his hedge fund course. They 

kept in touch.

Until the day Gray got a call from a billionaire who 

read his blog.

“I want to figure out how we can work together. I 

really like what you guys do. I like your research,” the 

man told him.

That interested billionaire turned into an “anchor 

tenant” needed to implement Gray’s theories full time. 

Gray called Foulke and put it this way: “The Popsicle 

stand has some chow now. We can all eat a little bit. 

What do you think ... let’s start getting this thing 

rolling?”

Their next step was to contact another Wharton 

grad, Gray’s fraternity brother, Patrick Cleary W03, 

who had gone from Wharton to the Marines to 

Harvard Business School to Boston Consulting Group 

to being director of strategy for a billion-dollar private 

equity firm in Baltimore.
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Gray asked him, “Did you ever want to

be an entrepreneur?”

After arm-twisting and shin-kicking,

and being tired of commuting from his

family in Philly to work in Baltimore,

Cleary said, “Let’s do this.”

The result is a lean, mean startup called

Alpha Architect, with just over $200

million in assets under management

and a freshly launched active exchange-

traded fund (ETF) business that has

collected nearly $50 million in assets in

less than four months. Alpha Architect’s

stock selection strategies are 100 percent

automated and provide the same sort

of tax-efficiency and transparency as

robo portfolio adviser Wealthfront, the

online investment management fund

(coincidentally co-founded by Wharton

grad Andy Rachle� W80).

Would Gray be able to take on Wall

Street without his Wharton background?

Perhaps. Would he be able to form a

powerhouse team of Wharton grads?

No. That helps explain why Gray was so

eager to share his story of how MBAs and

undergraduates came together to found

an upstart.

Alumni everywhere seem eager to

share their stories about how Wharton

transformed their careers and their lives.

Career trajectories inflected. Lives pivoted

into new, wide-open opportunities. Call it

the “Wharton Effect.”

Wharton Magazine has started to collect

these tales and to share them across the

wider community. The goal is to keep

these stories coming and continue to

share them—whether in future articles

in the print edition, on the magazine’s

digital platforms or across other venues

around the School. (See P. 32 for how to

participate.)

For this particular article, alumni

reached out to us through administrators

on campus or other intermediaries.

Others contacted us through social media.

Gray’s story and those that follow are

but a small sample size. Also included

WES GRAY
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W82 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Lawrence M. Lipoff

llipoff@lipoffadvisors.com

Ellen Weber was recently appointed 

as executive director of Temple 

University’s Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship Institute, and assis-

tant professor, entrepreneurship. She 

is also the executive director of Robin 

Hood Ventures, the leading angel 

investment group in the Philadelphia 

region. She was recently accepted as 

a member in the Forum of Executive 

Women and is a board member of the 

Women’s Alliance of Entrepreneurs in 

Philadelphia. 

W83 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Mary Teplitz

msteplitz@hotmail.com

W84
Duane Morris LLP is pleased to 

announce that Robert L. Shapiro has 

joined the firm’s Trial Practice Group 

as a partner in its Washington, D.C. 

office. Shapiro joins Duane Morris 

from Hughes Hubbard & Reed. He 

has served as the Assistant U.S. 

Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office 

for the District of Columbia from 

1991 to 1996. He worked in the U.S. 

Justice Department’s Civil Division 

and represented the United States 

and its different agencies before 

federal district courts, courts of 

appeals and the U.S. Court of Federal 

Claims. In 1994 and 1996, he received 

the Department of Justice Special 

Achievement Award. Previously, he 

served as a law clerk to The Honorable 

Edith H. Jones on the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.

CLASS OF ’84
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 
Are you interested in becoming your  

Class Correspondent? Contact: 

classnotes@wharton.upenn.edu

W85 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Maria Grazul

maria.grazul.wh85@wharton.upenn.edu

John Bensche has written that he 

retired from his career as an equity 

analyst with Lehman Brothers in 2003 

and is now enjoying his “second act” 

as a community volunteer in Scarsdale, 

NY. John lives in Scarsdale with his 

wife, Christine, and children Kendall, 

Brooke and Avery. In his free time, 

John likes to sail Long Island Sound 

in his boat, Pegasus. He adds, “Hi to 

all my pals from High Rise South and 

the Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity. I miss 

Spring Fling!”

W86 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Laurie Kopp Weingarten

lkwmhw@aol.com

Hi, Class of 86! Thank you for sending 

in news. Please feel free to submit 

anything of interest; it’s so nice to keep 

in touch after all these years!

Susan Abrams recently began a 

new position as CEO of the Illinois 

Holocaust Museum and Education 

Center. 

Jay Leopold spent 28 years at 

Legg Mason but has now relocated to 

Boston. He is head, U.S. investment 

risk,  for Columbia Management.

Cynthia Siegel is five months into 

her seven-month Fulbright-Nehru 

Academic and Professional Excellence 

award grand, and the experience has 

been fantastic! To learn more about 

her adventure as a sculptor living and 

working in Kolkata, India, you can read 

her blog, Dusty Clay Diaries.

Diane Hirsch says hello to every-

one, and wishes you all a happy 50th 

birthday.

 

W87 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Leslie Sherman Crane

lescrane@comcast.net

David L. Richter has been promoted 

to president and chief executive 

officer at Hill International Inc., the 

global construction management firm. 

David is also pursuing his M.Sc. in the 

major program management from the 

University of Oxford’s Saïd Business 

School.

W88 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Marci Cohen

rockhackcohen@yahoo.com

W89 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Keith Wasserstrom

keith@wasserstromconsulting.com 

1990s
W90 CLASS CORRESPONDENT 

Alan Gallo

gallo.wh90@wharton.upenn.edu

W92 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Juan E. Alva

jealva@aol.com

juan@fifthstreetfinance.com

W94 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Mindy Nagorsky-Israel 

mnagorsky@yahoo.com

Bret Bernstein is excited to announce 

that he has joined Crowe Horwath LLP 

as a senior tax manager in their Fort 

Lauderdale office. Sounds like a great 

move, Bret.

Rob Bohorad writes, “I am still 

living in northern Virginia with my 

wife, Nicole C97, and 7-year-old daugh-

ter. I am usually in my Yuengling’s Ice 

Cream office in Pennsylvania one to 

two days a week and, fortunately, able 

to work from home the rest of the time.   

We just finished our first year back on 

retailer shelves. Our new director of 

marketing/promotions just finished a 

three-minute video about our company. 

Anyone interested can find it on our 

web site: www.yuenglingsicecream.

com/history-virtual-tour/.”

Ben Cukier writes, “After 16 years 

at FTV Capital, I, along with my friend 

and longtime business partner, Eric 

Byunn (Harvard guy—don’t hold that 

against me), have spun out to form 

Centana Growth Partners. We’ve 

spent the last few months gaining new 

empathy with entrepreneurs, but as of 

January 1, 2015, we are off to the races. 

Centana Growth is a private equity 

firm providing capital to accelerate or 

sustain rapid growth to companies in 

the financial services, financial technol-

ogy and related enterprise technology 

industries.” Congratulations and best 

of luck to Ben. 

Glenn Elliott had a piece pub-

lished about him in West Virginia 

Executive Magazine’s winter edition 

that describes his journey from West 

Virginia to Wharton to D.C. to law 

school to Big Law and then back to 

West Virginia, where he purchased 

a historic building and is actively 

working with the community to revital-

ize their long-downtrodden downtown 

in Wheeling, his hometown. Find it 

here: http://www.wvexecutive.com/

downtown-wheeling-intentional-place/.

Kaihan Krippendor� completed his 

doctorate in marketing and econom-

ics on the topic: “Strategic Narratives: 

Do Winners Speak Differently than 

Losers?” Congratulations to him. 

Stefan Whitwell writes, “Please call 

me if you’re coming through Texas 

and Austin specifically. Life is good—

everyone here is healthy and happy. 

I’m building the Austin office for 

Covenant—a Texas-focused multi-

family office, where I tend to focus on 

helping clients protect what they’ve 

worked hard to earn, but we serve 

clients in a variety of ways. Still training 

in BJJ, although my recovery time is not 

what it was when I was 18, LOL.” 

W95 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Gail Chang Shen

wharton95.classnotes@gmail.com

Maribelle Bernabe Beckmann and 

her husband, Tom Beckmann, are 

happy to announce the adoption of 

their daughter, Sana Lieselotte (“Lilo”) 

Beckmann. She joins her older sister, 

Maxima, 8 years old, who is thrilled to 

finally have someone to boss around 

(although Lilo is the one doing most of 

the bossing). Maribelle will be coming 

to Penn for the 20th year reunion in 

May and hopes to meet many of you 

back in Philadelphia. For those who 

aren’t able to make it, she looks forward 

to welcoming you in London. She can 

be reached at mbeckmann826@yahoo.

com.

 Jenny Ho Chang writes: “I have 

been living in Hong Kong for the last 

three years with my husband and two 

daughters. Since moving to Asia, I 

have had the chance to reconnect with 

several Penn and Wharton alumni, 

including Don Yoon, Ed Sun W96, 

Derek Yan W96 and countless others. 

We live in the Southside of Hong Kong 

island, and my daily commute includes 

windy mountain roads bordered by 

the beautiful South China Sea. I am a 

partner at Lippincott (brand consulting) 

and spend my days helping Chinese 

companies build world-class brands 

and expand their global reach. If you 

ever find yourself in Hong Kong, please 

visit!”

Please send updates to wharton95.

classnotes@gmail.com! And I hope to 

see everyone at our 20th reunion in 

May!

W97 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Regina Wong Jaslow

The Penn Club

30 W. 44th Street

New York, NY 10036

Tel: 212-403-6657

Fax: 212-403-6616

rjaslow@pennclubny.org

Oliver Loode and his girlfriend, Helga 

Siljander, welcomed their son, Lennart 

Loode, into their family on October 13, 

2014. Like his parents, Lennart divides 

his time between Helsinki, Finland, and 

Tallinn, Estonia. 

W99 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Hang Kim

hangk40@yahoo.com

Tara S. Pellegrino, Esq.

WHITWELL
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has been admitted to Penn. She will be a 

member of the Class of 2019.

Rob Hammer reports: “I left RBS 

after 14 years and launched a liquid 

alternative fund, Soundwatch Capital, in 

New York. It’s an option based hedged 

equity strategy. We just became SEC 

registered and are hoping to start man-

aging external capital this spring. So far, 

having a lot of fun and enjoying being 

part of a two person firm!”

Linda Farquhar quit her job in 

investment research and launched entre-

Donovan, a company offering custom 

and ready-to-wear clothing for women. 

entreDonovan recently won a national 

grand prize from ComcastBusiness for 

“Best Use of Technology to Enhance the 

Customer Experience.” They are the first 

ones in the US using a body scanner for 

women’s custom clothing. Besides the 

body scanner, they also offer a virtual 

style consultation program and can do 

cool things such as help clients design 

custom shoes using a web-based app. 

They are launching a registration drive 

and adding a wardrobe concierge service 

since entreDonovan will have clients’ 

measurements and style preferences on 

file. It’s a differentiated shopping expe-

rience for busy professional women. 

Before long, entreDonovan hopes to be 

able to fulfill custom orders virtually. 

 Linda writes, “entreDonovan opened 

our first boutique in Wilmington, DE, 

to serve the many bankers and lawyers 

who work there and plans to expand to 

other cities with high concentrations of 

female professionals. It’s been a blast 

making the transition to entrepreneur, 

though I never dreamed there’d be so 

many things to handle. No sleep and no 

looking back. We’re beginning to seek 

funding so we can ramp it up.”

Yota Palli is now the owner and CEO 

of Corfu Palma Boutique Hotel, a fully 

renovated boutique hotel in the island of 

Corfu, Greece. Although she still lives in 

New Hope, PA, and continues her angel 

investing activities, she travels to Greece 

often and looks forward to welcoming 

fellow alumni to her hotel.

WG94 CLASS CORRESPONDENTS

Scott Horn 

scottho1@live.com

From John Bachmann: “Just over ten 

years now in Montclair, NJ, outside of 

NYC. Two girls, [ages] 8 and 10, are 

multi-sporting and happy if competi-

tive. Wife, Kathy WG99, [is] heading 

sales and consulting for MarketShare, 

marketing optimization software/

consulting firm. My own marketing con-

sultancy Bending Brook did projects 

for life sciences, financial services and 

info services/software over the past year. 

Personal vacations in Austrian Alps, 

Maine [and] Bozeman, MT, were all 

tremendous adventures (lots of back-

country skiing). It would be great to 

see you if you come through NY!”

From Milind Gadekar: “Not much 

news from my side other than the sale 

of CloudOn to Dropbox earlier this 

week. :-) As you can imagine, it has 

been a crazy time as we were in the 

middle of the deal. Glad to find a place 

where we can continue to fulfill our 

vision.”

a COHORT REP | Keith Khorey

khoreyk@wellsfargo.com

b COHORT REP | Leonard Tannenbaum

len@fifthstreetcap.com

c COHORT REP | Adam Slohn

Adam.slohn@warnerbros.com

Christophe Morvan ran the Berlin 

marathon in 3:17:11 on September 

28. On the next page is a picture of 

Christophe with 8-year-old son Niki.

I, Adam Slohn, just completed my 

13th year at Warner Bros. Pictures, 

where I oversee the information tech-

nologies used in both the business and 

production of movies. My wife Vicki 

just “retired” from work so she can 

spend more time with our three kids: 

Hayley, age 10, Ryan, age 7, and Carly, 

age 7. We are planning our first family 

ski trip this January in Mammoth. 

Please send me your news updates 

at adam.slohn@warnerbros.com. I 

haven’t heard from some of you in 20 

years, so please drop a quick note and 

let us all know what you’ve been doing. 

Pictures are welcome and encouraged.

d COHORT REP | Leslie Prescott

leslie@prescott.cc

e COHORT REP | N.K Tong

nk.tong.wg94@wharton.upenn.edu

f COHORT REP | Joe Ponsonby

 joehponsonby@yahoo.co.uk

Hello again to our Cohort F 

friends…….hope all is well out there, 

and 2015 is going well for you. Over 

the last six months or so, I have been 

reconnecting with other Wharton 

alumni in London and, we have 

attended some events around the 

theme of “entrepreneurs & early stage 

investment.” One was held at the 

end of January, with a great turn out 

of Wharton alumni, plus colleagues 

and friends, who are currently entre-

preneurs or are interested in getting 

involved in some way. Quentin Nason 

from our 1994 class attended an event 

last fall. It was great to see Quentin and 

hear that he, Dana Nason and their 

kids are still enjoying living in London. 

Please do connect up with me if you 

have any plans to visit London/Dublin 

and/or Europe—it would be great—as 

always—to catch up.

l COHORT REP | Tara DeGeer

tara_degeer@hotmail.com

Liz Schiffman Dente knows how 

to party up and down the Eastern 

Seaboard. Last fall, she gathered 

fellow “L” ladies in Cape May. From 

left (front row): Tara Hirst DeGeer, 

Shannon Kelley, Nancy Lewin; (back 

row): Pam Pershan Hochman, Nancy 

Deustch Moloff WG91 and Liz. Then 

in January, Liz invited 50 girlfriends to 

celebrate her 50th birthday in South 

Beach, Miami. (Editor’s Note: Who has 

FIFTY girlfriends?!) 

Debbie Childs Crouse’s 50th birth-

day party may have been more modest 

but Robert Dell’Immagine, Pam 

Pershan and Glenn Hout were there! 

Pam works for herself mostly doing 

marketing for Autodesk’s sustainabil-

ity team and occasionally does projects 

with Ed Callan, who leads his own tech 

marketing consultancy.

More birthday news: Dionysios 

Bouzos’ impromptu birthday gather-

ing collected Nancy Lewin, Liz Dente, 

Dave Bonalle, Nancy and Andrew 

Moloff, tiny sex therapist Dr. Ruth and 

serenading Yale Whiffenpoofs in New 

York.

WG93 CLASS CORRESPONDENT 

Christine Jamgochian Koobatian

ckbtn@charter.net

Ending her post-Follies retirement 

from performing, Christine (DiPietro) 

Novello is now the lead singer in 

“Striped Bass,” a classic rock cover 

band, which performs about once a 

month in and around Westchester, NY. 

Recent audiences have included Alden 

Levy and his wife, Janeen Saltman, 

as well as Terry and Gail Maytin. In 

her real (day) job, Christine’s now 

part of InRhythm, a small but power-

house team of UX, development and 

agile product coaching pros, where she 

is working to grow their high-velocity 

product development practice. 

Melinda Champion recently joined 

the John Burns Design Group as princi-

pal. She is leading the firm’s marketing 

and strategy growth initiatives and is 

loving working from home. Melinda 

also took over as chair of the board of 

directors of the Alice Paul Institute, a 

not-for-profit that provides education 

and leadership programs to further 

Alice Paul’s work for gender equality. 

And in the most insane move of all, she 

agreed to be a troop leader for daugh-

ter Meredith’s Girl Scout troop, which 

has proven to be the most demanding 

and annoying, job of all. 

Jill (Topkis) Weiss’s daughter, Jane, 

was admitted to Penn and will be a 

member of the Class of 2019. Her twin, 

Kate, will be attending Amherst, Class 

of 2019, and will be a member of the 

golf team.

Rajan Tanga reports that his son, 

Rishab Tanga, will be joining Penn’s 

life sciences and management class of 

2019—a dual degree program where 

he will get one degree from Wharton. 

Tom Borger is currently running 

an innovation and marketing con-

sulting firm TB Innovative which is 

geared towards helping companies 

create new products, services and 

business models. Much of his inspi-

ration comes at the convergence of 

technology with business strategy. He 

has taught a course in starting new 

businesses at Wharton’s SBDC and 

also teaches entrepreneurial market-

ing at Villanova’s School of Business. 

He is the author of a book about inno-

vation: Diary of an Innovator—Finding 

the Path Not Taken. He has delivered 

a TEDx presentation on the power of 

inexperience—which was inspired by 

his 9-year-old son—and enjoys inspi-

rational public speaking on innovation 

and marketing topics. Tom is “newly 

retired” from the ranks of coaching 

little league baseball after a nine-year 

run but was able to transition to a new 

(and less difficult) form of coaching 

… executive coaching! He also serves 

as a mentor for startup companies 

through DreamIt Health Ventures. He 

is desperately trying to find a way to 

slow time down and appreciate the 

fleeting years with his four kids as 

his oldest child is fast approaching 

college.

a COHORT REPS | Mitch Goldfeld and

Norm Sanyour

mgoldfeld@dmcos.com,                

Norman_Sanyour@capgroup.com 

b COHORT REP | Julie Luttinger

drjulie@i-2000.com

d COHORT REP | Mark Chuchra

mchuchra@yahoo.com

e COHORT REP | Paul Smith

paul@leadwithastory.com

f COHORT REP | Lori (Nishiura)

Mackenzie

palymac@gmail.com

h COHORT REP | Dana Gross

dagro1@aol.com

Ellen (Zimmerman) Spears 

co-founded Phoebe’s Phriends, a 

nonprofit organization with a mission 

to find a cure for pediatric cancer. 

Her daughter, Phoebe, is 15 and a 

two-time cancer survivor. Phoebe’s 

Phriends recently held a color run, 

the COLORFLASH5K, which had 

1700 runners, 200 volunteers and 

raised $60,000 to help fund a trial 

at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 

Center.

Gary Brewster’s daughter Alexa 
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As for your class correspondent in 

London, well my partner and I have a 

dog, a beautiful cockerpoo puppy called 

Cara (Irish for friend) who keeps us 

busy and entertained. 

This is the last check-in before May! 

See you all in Philly!

Brian

i COHORT REP | Amy (Crandall) Kaser

amykaser@yahoo.com

Drop me a line when you can at 

amykaser@yahoo.com

j COHORT REP | Cynthia Grisé

cgrise@deloitte.ca

So after having three kids in two years, 

I, Cynthia Grisé, figured it was time 

that I gave my boys a backyard, so I 

bought my first house recently here in 

Toronto. In between unpacking boxes, 

changing diapers and making cookies, I 

am also helping with reunion planning.

In tracking down all our cohort-

mates as part of that effort, I was 

delighted to hear from Akio Hoshino. 

It’s been a while, so Akio gave a thor-

ough update. “We are doing fine 

in Tokyo. Came back from Jakarta 

last June, after establishing a small 

company named The Tokio Marine Life 

Insurance Indonesia. I was there for 

two years and it was fun! Now I work 

as an EO in a mid-sized subsidiary 

of Tokyo Marine called The Nisshin 

Fire.“ Mihoyo, Akio’s wife, is reportedly 

very active after raising the little ones, 

including their son Ryuhei, 16, and 

Mika (remember her?) now 23 (yikes!!), 

who is about to graduate from univer-

sity and looking for opportunities to get 

a job outside of Japan.

As for the rest of you J’s, you seem to 

be waiting to share your news in person 

at the reunion. Fair enough. We’d better 

see you there!

Speaking of the reunion, I am 

putting in another plug for my reunion 

picture presentation that will be part of 

the big Saturday night festivities, Please 

send me your photos from back in the 

day, as well as special images of work, 

play and family from the past 20 years. 

Send them to me, Cynthia, anytime, at 

cgrise@deloitte.ca. Thanks everyone. 

See you in May!

k COHORT REP | Dan Davis

danrdavis@yahoo.com

l COHORT REP | James Liam Dolan

jldolan@yahoo.com

WG96 CLASS CORRESPONDENT 

Jacqui Jenkins

jmauricejenkins@gmail.com

b COHORT REP | Mina (Takayanagi) 

Martinez

Mina_martinez181@yahoo.com

e COHORT REP | Mai Hanlon

mai.hanlon@gmail.com

g COHORT REP | Lisa Jaouiche 

h COHORT REP | Tucker Twitmyer 

ttwitmyer@enertechcapital.com

WG97 CLASS CORRESPONDENT 

Linda Chandler 

linda.chandler.wg97@wharton.upenn.edu

Belated Happy New Year! I trust every-

one had a great 2014/15 holiday season 

and wishing folks a happy Chinese/

Lunar New Year for the “Year of the 

Goat.” Below are a couple of exciting 

updates to share with the Cohort: 

Omid Rezania got married last 

year and moved to San Diego, where 

he manages money in equity, foreign 

exchange and some commodities. 

He is also teaching part time at UC 

San Diego to seniors majoring in 

finance. He fondly remembers attend-

ing Prof. Siegel’s class, where we had 

live Bloomberg and so he also includes 

live Bloomberg feed in the classroom 

(and the students love it!). He attended 

a Wharton reunion and holiday party, 

generously hosted by Purohit at their 

beautiful house and got to meet a few 

alumni. Would love to hear from class-

mates if they happen travel to south 

CA area.

 Will Knight updates that he is now 

the EVP of global growth and oper-

ations for CSOFT International, a 

language services and globalization 

consulting firm. He will split his time 

between the company’s global HQ in 

Beijing, the US HQ in San Francisco 

and his home in Seattle. He and his 

family will be moving from San Antonio 

to Seattle later this year and look 

forward to getting back to the Pacific 

NW after a seven year absence while 

in Asia.

Tom Irvin sends news from the 

West Coast. Tom and his family made 

two coast-to-coast moves in the last 

few years. In 2008, his prior employer 

moved their headquarters from south-

ern California to northern Virginia. 

In 2013, Tom made a job change and 

joined UTi Worldwide Inc. as their 

VP-global treasurer based in Long 

Beach, CA. UTi Worldwide is an inter-

national supply chain services company 

OWENS

the New York Wharton alumni club, 

Durreen Shahnaz recently was awarded 

a Joseph Wharton Award for Social 

Impact. Durreen writes in her update: 

“IIX and Shujog continue to grow the 

space of impact investing in Asia. Both 

the organizations have received several 

awards and recognitions in using 

finance in innovative ways to make pos-

itive social impact and impacting lives 

of millions. The best part of 2014 was 

to receive the Joseph Wharton Award, 

which was a wonderful way to receive 

acknowledgement from the Wharton 

community regarding the importance 

of our work. My husband, Rob Kraybill 

L95, continues be a great partner and 

continues to work with me in growing 

the companies. Diya (13) and Aliya (9) 

our two daughters are good kids who 

proudly talk about how ‘Mama and 

Papa are making the world a better 

place’. They are also managing to strad-

dle the Bengali-American-Chinese 

cultures (and languages) quite well.” 

We definitely should all be proud of 

the work she has done in building the 

first social stock exchange. 

I was recently in Ravello, Italy, for 

the wedding of Douglas Rosefsky to 

Lea Roupioz. It was a fabulous event 

and in attendance were also fellow 

classmates Brian Owens, Scott Surek, 

Frank Noiret, Hubert Lange and 

Robert Herzog. 

Look forward to seeing many of you 

in May. —Vera. 

g COHORT REP | Bob Townsend

robert.townsend@bayerhealthcare.

com

h COHORT REPS | Brian Owens and

Jeanne McPhillips

breezybrian@hotmail.com and

supergirl119@gmail.com

THE WORD OF THE YEAR. 

REUNION. BIG ONE. GO TO PHILLY 

OR GO HOME.

Seriously folks, can you even believe 

we are here!!! Where oh where did 

the time go….many of us have kids 

in high school and college! Most of 

you are either running a conglomer-

ate or changing the world one day at 

a time making a difference. Let’s cele-

brate what an awesome class we have. 

Take yourselves to Philly to reminisce 

and bond with the most outstanding 

class that Wharton Grad has ever seen. 

And if you don’t believe me, ask Your 

Reunion Highness, Craig!

Craig and I shared an LA-style way 

cool meal last week while I was out 

for a screen test. Kidding. We have 

amazing things in store for you. It’s 

all about you. Can’t wait to see every-

one. Watch your social for interviews, 

videos and shares from your beloved 

classmates. I am on the mission, get in 

touch as I would love to feature your 

beautiful life!

Q4 2014 and the holidays were filled 

with Wharton cheer. Drew Weddle 

made an appearance at Sparky’s Big 16 

Bowling Bash in NYC. Strikes for all. 

Gordon Robinson is a guest star in my 

NYU Ecommerce Class, sharing his 

words of team wisdom and beyond. 

Autumn Besselman and I are reunit-

ing in the Burgh while on a college 

visit to CMU. Mikey Levine, Rob 

Herzog, Ken Frieze, Caren Sinclair 

and more are on the East Coast 

regional reunion teams to rally the 

troops. Sunny Thakrar was featured on 

the wire, and Buddy Rosenthal is on 

the docket. We need you! Friday night 

will be Open Mic night so all talent is 

welcome. Bring it!

LAST CALL FOR REUNION LOVE. 

LIFE IS SHORT, MY FRIENDS. 

XOXO DREAM

Greetings, fellow Cohort H-ers all 

over the world from your London- and 

New York-based class correspondents. 

Well that time is nearly upon us! 

The Wharton MBA reunion, 20 years!!! 

I really, really hope to see many of 

you there in May! It promises to be a 

great occasion full of fun get-togeth-

ers, renewed friendships and a great 

program of activities! So be sure to 

sign up. 

Onto the class news! Ken Frieze, 

our Gordon Brothers stalwart, sends 

his greetings from a chilly and snowy 

Boston. We also heard from David 

Zarling, who is enjoying life in Seattle 

with wife, Kelly and kids, but seems 

to miss Minneapolis a lot. Even in the 

winter, David? Yes, as he has gone back 

to a former passion, ski jumping, at 

the tender age of 50. Congrats, David, 

and hope to see you in May. (See http://

www.mprnews.org/story/2014/02/05/

why-would-you-ski-jump.)

I also had the absolute pleasure to 

hear from Rosie Unite, who is living 

in London! Hurrah, another H-er 

in London to hang out with. Great 

to hear from you, Rosie. She writes: 

“After 20 years in Rio de Janeiro, Hong 

Kong, Amsterdam, Sofia & NY, I’m 

home in London, where my wife & I 

met. Thrilled to be CCO & CXO at 

Andiamo—customized orthotics for 

children with disabilities, via 3D scan-

ning & printing and cloud platforms. 

Our feature in Wired UK & winning 

IBM SmartCamp UK fuel our passion 

for linking commercial success with 

measurable social impact.”

 I also heard from Roberta Katz. 

Can’t wait to see you at the reunion, 

Roberta, and always great to hear from 

you. 
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that provides air and ocean freight for-

warding, contract logistics and supply 

chain management services. The 

company operates in over 50 countries 

and had revenues of $4.4 billion last 

year. Tom, his wife, Tammy, and their 

twin high school age sons are enjoy-

ing the weather in southern California. 

Tom still has ties to the East Coast 

as his daughter is a college junior in 

Virginia.

a COHORT REPS | Pamela Friedmann 

and Sallie Smalley Beason

pamela.friedmann.wg97@wharton.

upenn.edu and sbeason82@hotmail.com

b COHORT REP | Tip Kim 

t_kim@lek.com

c COHORT REPS | Ruth Kirschner and 

Julie Wingerter

kirschnerruth@yahoo.com and             

Julie.wingerter@gmail.com

Most of us are “living the status 

quo,” as so accurately stated by Curt 

Eastman … And, a few of us aren’t: 

 Narges Zagami reports that she left 

GW University’s investment/endow-

ment office last spring, did some 

consulting which took her to Columbia, 

Peru, China (Chongqing) and Turkey, 

and then settled into a new job as 

chief risk officer at Pactolus PWM in 

McLean, Virginia, an eight minute walk 

from her house. She is enjoying her 

days with her pre-teens and the occa-

sional classmate visit to the DC area. 

JT Taylor reports: “I’m living in 

Clovis, California, for the next couple 

of years, building medical videoconfer-

encing provider SecureVideo. My wife 

is a federal law clerk in the eastern dis-

trict of CA, and my kids are now 9 and 

7 and the most wonderful fun things 

ever.”

Chris Scott is in year three working 

for Criteo, where he manages the 

global digital buying for the company—

and enjoys frequent trips to Europe and 

Asia. My two boys are now 8 and 11 ... 

and spoiled by the SF Giants!

Robert Rhee moved to the 

University of Florida College of Law in 

Gainesville, where he is the John H. and 

Marylou Dasburg professor of law—

and, along with his son, a Gator fan. 

 Steven Levitt lives in New York, 

where he run a small investment bank, 

Park Sutton Advisors, focused on 

financial services companies (mainly 

asset and wealth managers). He reports 

that he is in touch with Richard Nagy, 

Annette Chin, Annie Hiraoka, Pam 

Schneider and Diane Rich on a regular 

basis and mentioned he saw Stephane 

Pichon this past summer, when he 

visited New York.

Julie Wingerter: “Status quo is 

keeping me busy!”

d COHORT REP | Kent Laber 

kentlaber@gmail.com

e COHORT REP | Del Ross 

del.ross@gmail.com

f COHORT REP | Kevin Kemmerer 

kevin.kemmerer.wg97@wharton.upenn.

edu

g COHORT REP | Surindha Talwatte 

surindha@gmail.com

h COHORT REP | Linda Chandler 

linda.chandler.wg97@wharton.upenn.edu

i COHORT REP | Paul Jackson 

pjackson@cedrusinvestments.com

j COHORT REP | Troy Stevenson 

troyincalifornia@hotmail.com

k COHORT REP | Linda Chandler 

linda.chandler.wg97@wharton.upenn.edu

l COHORT REP | Jeff Donosky 

jeff_donosky@hotmail.com

CLASS OF ’98
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 
Are you interested in becoming your  

Class Correspondent or Cohort L Rep? 

Contact: classnotes@wharton.upenn.edu

WG98
Meesh Joslyn Pierce writes, “What a 

treat to see fellow WG98 classmates at 

Wharton So Cal’s Annual Investment 

Outlook in Newport Beach—Stephanie 

Petit Peters, Heidi Packard, Whitney 

Kane Gomez and John Long. WG98 

alumnae are busy working on a fun 

2015 Wharton Women’s outing that will 

put the men’s ‘stogies and bogies’ to 

shame. Our first event-naming brain-

storming session adjourned with 

‘ovaries and karaoke,’ which thankfully 

didn’t pass committee vote. Please stay 

tuned ...”

a COHORT REP | Mark Wenger 

mark.wenger.wg98@wharton.upenn.edu

c COHORT REP | Elisabeth Socolow 

elisabeth.socolow@gmail.com

Jensen Ko has been on a multi-year 

journey to confront his inner mental 

prison and go deeper in relationships 

with loved ones in pursuit of being 

authentic, building each other up and 

being obedient to the principles of his 

faith. To celebrate a mini-milestone, he 

recently ran a NYC marathon, fell in 

love with the city all over again and is 

grateful to God.

Irene Kim made a big move from 

Seoul to Princeton, N.J., with her 

family. Irene is director, Orencia 

worldwide marketing, at Bristol Myers 

Squibb. She has been working for 

BMS for four years and the move to 

Princeton is a move to their worldwide 

headquarters. Orencia is a medica-

tion for rheumatoid arthritis. Irene 

and her husband have two daughters 

and a son—Chloe is 10, Oscar is 7, and 

Jeemin is 3—and they have adjusted 

well to life in Princeton.

Funnily enough, I (Elisabeth 

Socolow) had contacted Irene because 

we are moving to Seoul next year! I 

am in my third year with the Foreign 

Service (State Department) and will be 

wrapping up my tour here in Malaysia 

later this year. I hope to reconnect with 

our Korean cohort-mates while I am 

there!

d COHORT REP | Stephanie Wong 

stephanie.wong.wg98@wharton.upenn.

edu

Jorge Sapien Almada writes: “I live in 

Mexico City with my family, my wife 

Lorena, and [children]—Esteban, 14, 

Miranda, 13, and Vanessa, 8. I work 

as Co-CEO of Kio Networks and have 

been with the company for a little more 

than four years. Kio Networks is in 

the hosting, IT managed services and 

network connectivity in Mexico, US, 

Central America and Spain. I get to 

travel on a monthly base and have been 

able to meet many of our classmates 

every year.”

Chris Dugan writes: “I put nearly 

100k miles on my car in the last three 

years, driving between PA, where I run 

Bridon American, a PE-owned man-

ufacturing company; Syracuse, N.Y., 

where three of four kids are finish-

ing school (launched one to college 

already); and Westchester, N.Y., where 

my love interest lives. Someday, I’ll 

get everyone I love in one town. In the 

meantime, thank God for SiriusXM 

radio and podcasts. Work is still stimu-

lating. We sold the company to OTTP’s 

private equity arm last year, and they 

asked me to stay on for another round. 

I really love manufacturing. There’s a 

new problem to solve every day, and 

I’m surrounded by decent, hardwork-

ing people. It’s fascinating being the 

parent of multiple teens. I was going 

through some college app stuff with 

my daughter, and she said ‘Dad, you 

don’t get how competitive it is—if you 

were applying now, you’d be stuck in 

community college!’ Fellow WG98-er 

Brandon Williams and I took our Boy 

Scouts to the BSA High Adventure 

Camp in west VA last summer-pad-

dling, shooting, rock climbing—we both 

had near-death experiences, but the 

boys loved it. Have to call attention to 

what classmate Dave Smith is doing 

for a village in Sudan at www.purejoy-

foundation.org. Check it out—pretty 

humbling. Loved seeing so many folks 

at the last reunion. I’m frequently in 

NYC and London—drop me a line at 

cdfrogman64@gmail.com if you are in 

the area—would love to catch up with 

old classmates.” 

Kasja Hedberg writes, “Happy new 

year to you all! A lot has happened 

during 2014 and more is to come in 

2015. I got married (for the second 

time and last I hope!). The wedding 

was a wonderful day together with 

family and friends. Job-wise, I got two 

new assignments [as] member of the 

board of directors at Norrlandsfonden, 

a governmental foundation making 

investments in SMEs, and chairman of 

the board of a family-owned company 

in Stockholm. In April, I will, after 

having spent 10 years at Skellefteå 

Kraft, leave for a new job as CEO of 

SRV återvinning AB. SRV is owned 

by five municipalities in Stockholm 

working with waste management and 

recycling. It will be an exciting chal-

lenge to see how the business can 

be improved. If anyone is visiting 

Stockholm, please give me a call.”

Kay Thanita writes, “I am doing 

great here in Bangkok, Thailand. Please 

invite all of our WG98 classmates to 

our Global Forum in Bangkok March 

12-15 this year!!! I am waiting for all of 

our class to reunion here in Bangkok!!! 

Please send me individual wishlist for 
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hanging out with Jack Kappe and his wife, Tania. 

Otherwise, they are still in Munich, so if you want to 

swing by for a beer, let her know! 

Charles Rutstein started a new job this year as 

CEO at RISI, the leading supplier of data and intelli-

gence to the global forest products market. He writes, 

“It’s a fantastic business with tremendous potential 

that we’re just beginning to tap. I’ve also had the for-

tunate opportunity to join the boards of a handful 

of private equity and venture-backed firms— a great 

way to get insight into how other companies handle 

similar challenges!” Charles and his wife have two 

kids – Jacob, 14, and Claire, 12. 

e COHORT REP | Marissa Peters Cherian 

marissa.cherian@accenture.com

f COHORT REPS | Sandra Juhn Schubert and Jen Cahill 

sandraschubert@gmail.com and jencahill7@aol.com

g COHORT REPS | Fawad Sakariya and Dan McCone 

fawad.zakariya@sap.com and   djmckone@yahoo.com

h COHORT REP | Allison Stark 

stark_allison@yahoo.com

Brian Choi writes: “I was recently promoted to chief 

medical information officer for GW. When I am not 

busy with CMIO activities, I am maintaining an 

active academic cardiology practice with a clinical 

and research focus on cardiac imaging.”

i COHORT REP | Geoffrey Williams 

geoffreyfw@yahoo.com

Victor Kats writes, “All is well with the Kats clan. 

We are in St. Louis, home of Ascension Health, one 

of the largest hospital systems in the US. I am in 

healthcare venture and private equity with Ascension 

Ventures, investing on behalf of Ascension and six 

other major hospital systems such as Intermountain, 

Dignity Health and Trinity. We bring the healthcare 

provider network to our theses and portfolio compa-

nies, leveraging unique perspectives from our LPs. 

The rest of the time, I am busy playing with and 

coaching our two sets of twins (picture below) so that 

Allison can get out of the house and regain her sanity. 

Peter and Annie are 8, and Andrew and Will are 3. 

We have not slept in 8 years but are enjoying the 

St. Louis community which includes a few Wharton 

alums. Look us up if you are passing through or 

flying over. Best to everyone in Cohort I!” 

j COHORT REP | William Baird 

wbaird@ptcbio.com

k COHORT REP | Jay Remington 

james_fremington@hotmail.com

l COHORT REPS | Andrew Yoon and Lisa Brichta 

Tretler

ayoonjk@gmail.com and ljtretler@optonline.net

Sandra Rehm Smith moved to Providence, RI, 

almost six years ago after living 10 years in San 

Francisco. She and Je� Smith have been married for 

15 years and have two kids, Mateo, 9, and Catalina, 

7. Jeff is a president with Lumeris, a health care tech-

nology company, and Sandra is a principal with 

Catalyst Strategies, a bay area management consult-

ing firm. They enjoyed seeing everyone at the last 

class reunion in Philly and the Lauder reunion in 

NYC. On the next page is a picture of their fun trip 

to Valencia with Sandra (Juhn) and Peter Schubert 

and their children this past August. They love 

visitors!

KATS

Eric Bethel writes that several months ago, his 

firm SinoLatin Capital did a JV of sorts with Darby—

the PE arm of Franklin Templeton. He has moved to 

Miami as a result, but he essentially does the same 

thing. He invests in natural resource companies in 

Latin America and creates linkages and exit opportu-

nities with China.

As for me, Andrew Yoon, I’m still living in Pacific 

Palisades. I spend my time between my day job 

(private equity real estate), coaching my kids’ basket-

ball and baseball teams and owning a butcher shop. 

Life has been more than fair although—I do feel like 

I’m aging faster than I should. Hope everyone has a 

great 2015.

2000s 
WG00 CLASS CORRESPONDENT

Wendy Bagdi

wendy.bagdi.wg00@wharton.upenn.edu

Samantha Jones brings 20 years of financial services 

experience to her new role as Commercial Banking 

division manager for Orange County and San Diego. 

She leads a team of more than 70 Commercial 

Banking professionals based in Orange County 

North (Anaheim) and South (Irvine), and San Diego 

North (Carlsbad) and South (downtown San Diego). 

Previously, Jones served as Commercial Banking 

region head in San Diego and as regional manager in 

west Los Angeles. Jones serves on the board of the 

greater San Diego YMCA and the San Diego division 

of the American Heart Association.

b COHORT REP | Steve Stagg

Stephen.stagg@regions.com

c COHORT REPS | Mandy (Scheps) Pekin and            

Idris Mohammed

mandy.pekin@gmail.com and 

idris.mohammed@comcast.net

Je� Hochstadt writes, “Stacie and I have been living 

in Denver for almost a decade now. I have been 

working for Western Union since 2004, currently 

as SVP finance. Stacie is working for First Data as a 

part-time marketing consultant. Our three daughters 

(Julia, 9, Zoe, 7, and Madeline, 4) keep us very busy 

with gymnastics, soccer, basketball, tennis, swim-

ming and dance. Now that we are in the heart of 

winter, the five of us spend most weekends on the ski 

slopes. Life is good.”

d COHORT REP | Wendy Bagdi

wendy.bagdi.wg00@wharton.upenn.edu

KATS
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“Ro and I are expecting our second 

child, a baby boy, in May. We bought 

a house in Scarsdale and will be 

leaving the city in February.” —Roman 

Braslavsky

Silke and David Ebstein continue to 

live in London. Our children are now 

5 and 3 and growing fast. David left 

McKinsey to join EY as a partner to 

build and lead the digital financial ser-

vices consulting team.

h COHORT REP | Katherine Cary

katherinecary@gmail.com

To start the new year we asked Cohort 

H, where they are living, what they are 

doing and where they are going for 

their next holiday.

Jose Iturriaga is living in San 

Sebastian, Spain, but will proba-

bly move shortly to Bilbao. He quit 

Goldman in Madrid in the summer of 

last year to live in the Basque Country 

with his wife, who worked and lived in 

San Sebastian as a doctor, and their 

now 1-year-old son. Jose has created 

his own advising company and is 

now advising a couple of companies 

in Bilbao on M&A transactions. Life 

is much better now!!!!! As for holiday 

plans, Jose reports that it is where their 

kid allows. They usually spend part of 

the summer in San Sebastian in case 

anyone wants to come and visit – they 

would love it!

Lora Gotcheva moved from London 

to Toronto in 2010. She is manag-

ing CPPIB’s US office portfolio ($5bn 

GAV) and exploring healthcare-related 

real estate as a potential new asset 

class for the fund. Lora is on holidays 

to Exhuma in the Bahamas next week. 

Attached is a photo of baby Liam (well 

at 20 months not so much a baby any 

more) climbing into strangers’ door 

steps in Puglia over Christmas strictly 

against parental advice (thanks to 

Uncle Rodolphe and auntie Melissa 

for Liam’s very comfy red jacket!). 

Stephen Meikle is living in London 

and married to an English girl, Emily. 

Stephen works for HSBC as Head of 

Strategy for the UK. His next holiday 

will be in New Zealand and Sydney.

i COHORT REP | Oliver Chen

oliver.chen@citi.com

My news is that I moved over to 

Cowen and Co. from Citi to become a 

managing director and head of equity 

research retail and luxury goods there. 

It’s been a great place and I’m still 
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dealism abounds at graduations, and hopefully the 

photos on the following pages from commencements 

past spark some in you. Besides delivering nostalgia, 

Wharton Magazine also hopes to provide a public 

service to the Class of 2015—as a conduit for alumni, 

teachers, friends and family to share words of 

encouragement and advice. Here’s how it works: 

In the following pages of Wharton Magazine, you 

will find the thoughts of some of Wharton’s alumni leaders—

some recent graduates, others seasoned professionals at the 

peak of their careers. Common threads form a pattern in 

their words—of the strengths of friendships, the value of the 

education, the power of the network.

“These classmates crossing the stage with you today will be 

some of your best lifelong friends. And as my career pursuits 

have moved me from city to city, I have become even better 

friends with classmates who I knew only casually while on 

campus,” as Khadir Richie WG02 puts it. “Every single role 

or opportunity I have achieved since graduation was either 

introduced to me through the Wharton network or the network 

helped me close the deal. Leverage this resource!”

Alumni also reflect on what they would have done differently 

after graduation, had they known then ... Everything from 

working for a larger, named company to being more patient in 

the first decade of his career, as Tom Trynin WG90 confides:

“There will always be some who achieve quick successes, but 

for most of us there really is no substitute for experience in a 

job/industry. After about 10 years or so in an industry is when 

real opportunities arise,” he says.

To imagining classmates not as competitors but as 

teammates, as Thomas Gallagher C73 WG75 says. “I would 

seek their advice frequently, share my own thoughts more 

openly, offer my own counsel when asked.”

To taking advantage of any and all opportunities.

“Say yes (enthusiastically) to work-related projects you 

are asked to participate in, even if you think that you are 

overqualified,” Sally Bayliss WG85 advises. “You never know 

whom you might meet or what other opportunities might arise 

as a result of your being involved.”

Please share your own words of wisdom (or even just humor 

and positivity) with this year’s graduates. The provided entries 

will be shared with the graduates over social media, on the 

magazine website and, best yet, on displays at the actual 

commencement events. See P. 79 for more details on how  

to share.

Crossing the Stage 
One More Time
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“The corporate world is a game, and one 
must be attuned to the rules. I focused too much on the 

assignment versus the environment with its participants.”
—Naomi Breman WG73, whose previous position was managing director of 
Deutsche Bank, head of corporate communications and marketing for the 

Americas, and who is now “blissfully retired”

“Visualize your legacy. That’s difficult to do now, 
but imagine how you wish to be remembered 
by your friends, colleagues and family. In your 
profession, be a mentor. You’re a talented 

player, be a coach too. ... Teach; learn; read widely; 
write frequently; think critically.”

—Thomas Gallagher C73 WG75, who in the past 10 years has 
started two companies, owned and managed another, taught at a 

major university and run a national academic testing company

“Take this moment to take 
a risk—find something that 
interests you and motivates 

you to get up every 
morning. That’s a great 
recipe for happiness.”

—Ari Brose WG95, who launched her 
own consulting firm after 18 years in the 
corporate world at PwC, IBM, Fannie Mae 

and Barclays

“Wharton is a springboard 
from which you can and should take risks. 

... So go do something entrepreneurial, 
unconventional or otherwise ill-advised!”

—Yana W. Kakar WG05, global managing partner, Dalberg 
Global Development Advisors, where she oversees 

activities in 14 offices across four continents and defines 
and syndicates the consultancy’s strategy
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